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Recent Scores and Accolades (cont.)


2012 Vintage

2012 On the White Keys 
93 points International Wine Cellar (Stephen Tanzer) | “Bright, green tinged yellow. Lovely perfume combines pungent lime skin, stone fruits, lemon drop and essential oils. Dense, sappy and opulent yet somehow weightless, conveying a powerful impression of energy to the flavors of nectarine, lime oil and honey. The Semillon contributes roundness. Finishes sexy and long, in need of a year or so in bottle to develop more complexity. Always a splendid blend.” (May 2014)

92 points Vinous (Antonio Galloni) | “The 2012 On the White Keys, Arietta's Sauvignon/ Semillon blend, is drop-dead gorgeous. Varietal notes abound in this floral beautifully textured white. Hints of apricot and yellow stone fruits with just the barest hint of tropical overtones linger on the close.” (November 2013)

2012 Arietta Quartet
90-92 points International Wine Cellar (Stephen Tanzer) | “Bright rubyred. Raspberry, mocha, licorice and cola spices on the nose; less peppery than the 2011 version and showing attractive cabernet franc violety lift. At once dense and delineated, with excellent energy and penetration to the ripe dark berry and spice flavors. Finishes long and firm, with the balance to age.” (May 2014) 

2012 Arietta Merlot, Hudson Vineyard 
90-92 points International Wine Cellar (Stephen Tanzer) | “Bright medium red. Musky aromas of plum, chocolate, mocha and truffle. Sweet and dense on the palate, but without quite the perfume of the 2011 version. Attractive flavors of dark berries and exotic spices are complicated by a whiff of game. This very young wine finishes with a firm spine of ripe tannins.” (May 2014)

91-94 points The Wine Advocate (Robert Parker) | “The 2012 Merlot Hudson Vineyards boasts an expressive, sumptuous bouquet of plums, black cherry liqueur, and blueberries. Full-bodied, fresh and vibrant with an energy and delineation that belie its power and richness, this should drink well for 15+ years.” (October 2013)

2012 Arietta Cabernet Sauvignon 
92-94 points International Wine Cellar (Stephen Tanzer) | “Good bright ruby. Lovely floral lift to the aromas of cassis, licorice and graphite minerality. Densely packed on the palate, showing an extremely fine-grained texture to the sexy flavors of cassis, blueberry, licorice and truffle; the perfumed character follows through in the mouth. Combines stuffing and lift, like the best examples from the 2012 vintage. Noble tannins dust the entire palate. Terrific potential.” (May 2014) 

90-93 points The Wine Advocate (Robert Parker) | “The dense purple-colored, medium to full-bodied 2012 Cabernet Sauvignon Atlas Peak reveals lots of graphite, charcoal, barbecue smoke and a meaty cassis note. As with many 2012s, there is an underlying thread of elegance and freshness. It will drink nicely for 15-20 years.” (October 2013)

2012 Arietta H Block, Hudson Vineyard 
92-94 points International Wine Cellar (Stephen Tanzer) | “Deep, bright medium ruby. Currant, fresh herbs, cedar and a medicinal quality on the slightly syrupy nose; smells important! At once plush and backward, with strong harmonious acidity buffering the wine's underlying sweetness and giving the middle palate a weightless quality. Very rich but classically dry blend, finishing with substantial horizontal tannins and terrific aromatic persistence.” (May 2014) 

90-92+ points The Wine Advocate (Robert Parker) | “The 2012 H Block Hudson Vineyards is another distinctive, singular red displaying hints of white pepper, chocolate, blue and red fruits. Medium to full-bodied with a more closed and backward personality, it will benefit from more time in the bottle. It should be a 20- to 25-year wine.” (October 2013)

2012 Arietta Variation One, Hudson Vineyard 
92-95 points International Wine Cellar (Stephen Tanzer) | “Bright, full ruby. Black raspberry, tar and earth on the expressive nose. Plush and chewy, even a bit youthfully muscular, with a distinctly savory quality to the raspberry and smoke flavors. Not a particularly gamey style of Syrah. Very long and saline on the sweet, ripely tannic finish. A powerful wine in the making.” (May 2014) 
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2011 On the White Keys
93 points The Wine Advocate (Antonio Galloni) | “The 2011 On the White Keys, Sauvignon/Semillon blend, floats from the glass with hints of lemongrass, nectarine, sage and mint. This Graves-inspired white is especially beautiful in 2011, a long, cold growing season that allowed the fruit to ripen fully while maintaining lively acidity. The 2011 is mostly Sauvignon from Sonoma Mountain, with about 20% Semillon that in this vintage had some botrytis. Anticipated maturity: 2012-2016.  Andy Erickson has done a great job with these new releases from Arietta.” (December 2012) 

2011 Arietta Quartet
93 points Vinous (Antonio Galloni) | “The 2011 Quartet is the most complete of Arietta's reds in this vintage. Dark red fruit, sweet tobacco, incense, licorice and spices meld together in a bright, mid-weight wine best enjoyed over the next handful of years. The blend is 58% Cabernet Sauvignon, 20% Merlot, 20% Cabernet Franc and 2% Petit Verdot.” (November 2013) 

2011 Arietta Merlot, Hudson Vineyard	
93 points International Wine Cellar (Stephen Tanzer) | “(from the oldest vines on Hudson ranch, dating back to the early '80s, according to winemaker Andy Erickson): Medium red ruby. Captivating floral perfume lifts black raspberry, wild herbs and spices on the nose. Equally aromatic in the mouth, displaying juicy, intense, low-fat flavors of dark berries, wild herbs and crushed rock. By most accounts, the earlier ripening merlot performed well in the Carneros area in 2011 and this example is a standout. The long, slowly mounting finish saturates the mouth with perfume. I'd give this very youthful wine at least a couple years in the cellar for its palate to catch up with its nose.” (May 2014) 

90 points Vinous (Antonio Galloni) | “The 2011 Merlot Hudson Vineyards is laced with dark red berries, sweet tobacco, mint and licorice, all in a wonderfully juicy, expressive style for the year. I expect the 2011 will offer its greatest pleasure sooner rather than later. All the elements fall into balance nicely in this medium-bodied, pliant Merlot from Arietta.” (November 2013) 

2011 Arietta Cabernet Sauvignon
92 points Vinous (Antonio Galloni) | “Grilled herbs, mint, spices and tobacco notes are all woven together in the 2011 Cabernet Sauvignon. Delicate and savory throughout, the 2011 impresses for its layered personality and exceptional overall balance. The 2011 isn't a blockbuster, rather it is a wine that stands out for its overall sense of harmony.” (November 2013)



2011 Arietta H Block, Hudson Vineyard
93 points International Wine Cellar (Stephen Tanzer) | “Medium redruby. Knockout perfume of raspberry, caramel, lead pencil, tobacco and licorice. Silky on entry, then vibrant and delineated in the middle palate, offering insinuating intensity to its flavors of dark berries, sandalwood and minerals. Combines a texture of liquid silk with uncanny energy and definition and a light touch. Finishes with outstanding building perfume and lift. A great and classic example of its vintage.” (May 2014) 

91 points Vinous (Antonio Galloni) | “Sweet red berries, tobacco, mint, licorice and a host of savory notes are woven throughout the 2011 H Block Hudson Vineyards, a Cabernet Franc/Merlot blend. The 2011 is soft and inviting, with a focus on nuance rather than size. My impression is that the 2011 is built for near-term drinking, but like all of Arietta's reds in this challenging vintage, the H Block stands out for its sense of balance.” (November 2013)




2010 Vintage

2010 Arietta Quartet
93 points The Wine Advocate (Robert Parker) | “The 2010 Quartet is composed of 50% Cabernet Sauvignon, 29% Merlot, 19% Cabernet Franc and 2% Petit Verdot. Floral, blueberry, black raspberry, and mountain fruit-like aromas jump from the glass of this dense purple-colored 2010. Juicy and full-bodied with impressive purity and breadth, it cuts a broad swath across the palate. This hedonistic and intellectual turn-on can be approached now, or cellared for another 15+ years.” (October 2013) 

2010 Arietta Cabernet Sauvignon
94 points Vinous (Antonio Galloni) | “Arietta's 2010 Cabernet Sauvignon bursts from the glass with juicy dark cherries, smoke, crushed flowers and melted road tar. Hints of mocha, espresso and plums develop later, adding a darker register that is highly appealing. Round, supple and totally enveloping, the 2010 should drink beautifully over the next decade, give or take. The 2010 is 100% Cabernet Sauvignon from the Meteor vineyard in Coombsville.” (December 2012) 

92+ points The Wine Advocate (Robert Parker) | “The 2010 Cabernet Sauvignon Napa from proprietor Fritz Hatton is another winner. Rich and dense with an inky/blue/purple color, plenty of tannin and graphite, a touch of oak, and attractive spice, purity and texture, this young Cabernet should be forgotten for several more years, and drunk over the following 15-20, perhaps longer.” (October 2013)

2010 Arietta Variation One, Hudson Vineyard	
94 points The Wine Advocate (Robert Parker) | “The 2010 Variation One is another animal altogether. A unique blend of 67% Syrah and 33% Merlot, it exhibits a healthy blue/purple color along with notes of spring flowers, charcuterie, camphor, black currants and a vivid meatiness. If tasted blind, it would not be easy to guess that two-thirds of this rich, textured, full blend is Syrah. Drink this beauty now or cellar it for 10-15 years.” (October 2013) 

92 points Vinous (Antonio Galloni) | “Arietta's 2010 Variation One, a Syrah/Merlot blend, is laced with earthiness, tobacco, smoke, licorice and game, a sort of blend of Syrah aromatics and Merlot juiciness. If that sounds compelling, well, it is. The 2010 impresses for its depth, palate presence and intensity. Rich and explosive through to the finish, the Variation One dazzles today.” (December 2012) 


2009 Vintage

2009 Arietta Quartet
91 points The Wine Advocate (Antonio Galloni) | “The 2009 Quartet caresses the palate with silky red berries, flowers, licorice and spices. This is a mid-weight, radiant Quartet loaded with class and personality. In 2009 the blend is 62% Cabernet Sauvignon, 17% Cabernet Franc, 17% Merlot and 4% Petit Verdot. Anticipated maturity: 2012-2019.” (December 2011) 

2009 Arietta Cabernet Sauvignon
92 points The Wine Advocate (Antonio Galloni) | “The 2009 Cabernet Sauvignon is silky, polished and totally refined. Today it comes across as quite young and in need of further bottle age for the aromatics to fully develop. It is a gorgeous, racy wine to drink over the next few years. The 2009 is 92% Cabernet Sauvignon, 6% Cabernet Franc and 2% Merlot, predominantly from Coombsville. Anticipated maturity: 2013-2019.” (December 2011) 

2009 Arietta H Block, Hudson Vineyard
92 points The Wine Advocate (Antonio Galloni) | “Andy Erickson is the winemaker at Arietta, a project owned by Fritz Hatton, whom I have known for years in his role as one of this country's most dynamic auctioneers. This was the first time I had tasted the Arietta wines comprehensively. The 2009 H Block Hudson Vineyards is a rich, deep and totally expressive. Dark red fruit, spices, mint and licorice are some of the notes that emerge from this beautifully delineated red. Sweet, silky tannins round out the elegant, supple finish. In 2009 the H Block is 78% Cabernet Franc and 22% Merlot.” (December 2011) 

2009 Arietta Variation One, Hudson Vineyard
93 points The Wine Advocate (Antonio Galloni) | “The 2009 Variation One (Syrah/Merlot) is soft and caressing from start to finish. The fruit is a bit understated in this delicate, feminine wine. Crushed flowers, red fruit and tobacco are layered nicely into the finish. Anticipated maturity: 2012-2019.” (December 2011) 
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