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2009 Emmaline Ann Vineyard Pinot Noir

Established by Ross and David Cobb, Cobb Wines is dedicated to handcrafting complex and elegant single-vineyard Pinot Noirs from vineyards on the far Sonoma Coast. Winemaker Ross Cobb is a Pinot Noir specialist who has spent 17 years refining his approach to crafting cool-climate Pinot Noirs. His father David helped to pioneer growing Pinot Noir on the Sonoma Coast with the founding of Coastlands Vineyard in 1989. As one of the few California wineries exclusively producing Pinot Noir, Cobb Wines has quietly built a reputation for craftsmanship and quality, while producing benchmark Sonoma Coast Pinot Noirs.

The Vineyard

This Pinot Noir comes from a small 3-acre vineyard located just a few miles inland from Coastlands. Planted at an elevation of approximately 800 feet, with a southwest exposure, Emmaline Ann generally gets more shade and fog than any of the other vineyards we work with, contributing to a particularly delicate and sophisticated expression of Pinot Noir.

Technical Notes & Price

260 cases produced

20 months in barrel

30% new French oak 

13.0% alcohol 

$70 a 750 ml bottle; $150 a 1.5 L magnum
Winemaker's Tasting Notes

This wine displays lovely aromas of raspberry, black plum, cherry and tangerine essence, alongside supporting notes of black rose, incense, forest floor, leather and spice. Similar to the past three vintages, the 2009 has crisp, focused acidity and incredible aging potential. As one of the members of the West Sonoma Coast Vintners Association (www.westsonomacoast.com), we poured a sneak preview of the 2009 Emmaline Ann at the inaugural West of West Wine Festival, where it was one of the standouts of the tasting.

Recent Press 

“Pale garnet in the glass, this wine has a wonderfully floral nose of raspberry and earth aromas. In the mouth woody and stemmy raspberry and earth flavors are bright and zingy thanks to great acidity. Faint tannins and wonderful length.” Around 9.5 Points

“Best of the West: Tasting the Wines of the Extreme Sonoma Coast”
· Alder Yarrow – Vinography.com – January 24, 2013

“The Pinot Geek icon is used to designate wines of exceptional merit and these are the only ones considered for All-American honors. All-Americans have a powerful charisma. It is not what is said or written about a special wine, but what is emoted that truly defines a wine’s greatness.”

“2012 California Pinot Noir All-American Honorable Mention”
“2012 Pinot Geek Designation”
· Rusty Gaffney –PinotFile – December 26, 2012
“These wines, as every taste of Cobb's wines I have had, excite me greatly. The have a vibrant energy that is positively electrifying, and perhaps the most complimentary thing I can say about that is that they all but demand to be drunk. If you are interested in wines that represent the fringes of what is possible in California Pinot Noir, I cannot recommend them highly enough… Medium garnet in the glass, this wine smells of raspberry and green herbs with hints of citrus. In the mouth, bright and juicy raspberry, wet earth and citrus peel flavors burst with fantastic neon acidity and floral notes. Light tannins, powdery and sweet. Long finish and wonderful balance.” 
· Alder Yarrow – Vinography.com – November 19, 2012
“The 2009 Emmaline is even better than the great 2007 Cobb Emmaline, to my taste. It is totally delicious, with lively raspberry and tart cherry aromas and flavors and great acidity. And yet it possesses the delicacy and subtlety that is so difficult to capture in California Pinot Noirs. It is very young now. Even after being open for four days, it was still very fresh. This might be the longest-lived of all the Cobb Pinot Noirs I have tasted. I would suggest holding on to the 2009 for a few years before drinking it. All of Cobb’s Pinot Noirs rank from very good to great, but the Emmalines are in a class by themselves.” 97 Points

· Ed McCarthy – Wine Review Online – May 23, 2012
“Medium ruby color; bright and spicy cherry aromas with some herbal notes; complex stewed cherry flavors with layers of earthy and herbal notes; silky texture; good structure and balance; long finish. Balanced, elegant Pinot with a lot of complex layers.” 94 Points

· Gregory Walter – Pinot Report – May 15, 2012
“Vivid red. Explosive aromas of red and dark berry preserves, incense, rose oil and Asian spices, with a bright mineral nuance emerging with air. Juicy, finely etched black raspberry and cherry flavors show excellent depth and power, with no excess fat. Closes with outstanding vivacity and length, leaving floral and mineral notes behind.” 94 Points
· Josh Raynolds – Stephen Tanzer’s International Wine Cellar – May 2012
“This is definitely an estate on the rise, and one I look forward to following over the coming years and hopefully decades. The 2009 Pinot Noir Emmaline Ann Vineyard is a gorgeous, expressive wine laced with sweet red berries, spices and flowers. The inclusion of 10-15% whole clusters gives the wine its aromatic lift. This is all subtlety and class. The delicate, sensual style is immensely appealing.” 92 Points
· Antonio Galloni – Wine Advocate – February 2012
