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2009 Rice-Spivak Vineyard Pinot Noir

Established by Ross and David Cobb, Cobb Wines is dedicated to handcrafting complex and elegant single-vineyard Pinot Noirs from vineyards on the far Sonoma Coast. Winemaker Ross Cobb is a Pinot Noir specialist who has spent 17 years refining his approach to crafting cool-climate Pinot Noirs. His father David helped to pioneer growing Pinot Noir on the Sonoma Coast with the founding of Coastlands Vineyard in 1989. As one of the few California wineries exclusively producing Pinot Noir, Cobb Wines has quietly built a reputation for craftsmanship and quality, while producing benchmark Sonoma Coast Pinot Noirs.

The Vineyard

The 6-acre Rice-Spivak Vineyard is near the town of Sebastopol, California, north of San Francisco, and several miles from the Sonoma County coast of the Pacific Ocean. It is planted to a combination of Dijon and Swan pinot noir varieties. These distinctive clones are planted in an unusual mix of sandy loam and volcanic ash. 

Technical Notes & Price

330 cases produced

20 months in barrel

35% new French oak

13.0% alcohol

$70 a 750 ml bottle; $150 a 1.5 L magnum.
Winemaker's Tasting Notes

Aromas of cherry and cola with citrus, mineral graphite and incredible aging potential. The 3.29 pH will allow for 10-20 years of aging without problem. I used 25% whole cluster on this vineyard, which helps bring out the mineral component of this vineyard.

Recent Press

“These wines, as every taste of Cobb's wines I have had, excite me greatly. The have a vibrant energy that is positively electrifying, and perhaps the most complimentary thing I can say about that is that they all but demand to be drunk. If you are interested in wines that represent the fringes of what is possible in California Pinot Noir, I cannot recommend them highly enough… Light to medium garnet in the glass, this wine smells of spices and raspberries with hints of forest floor. In the mouth, the wine is explosively juicy with raspberry and citrus qualities mixed with stony wet earth notes. Tacky tannins grip the edge of the mouth. Hints of green herb linger on the finish.” 
· Alder Yarrow – Vinography.com ​– November 19, 2012
“Awesome Pinots regardless of price. These wines will likely be hard to find – nonetheless they are some of the best Pinots I have tasted all year… Medium ruby color; bright, complex cherry, herbal and forest floor aromas; deep, concentrated cherry flavors with complex spice and forest floor notes; silky texture; sweet oak; great structure and balance; long finish. Elegant pinot with a bright, intense core of fruit surrounded by amazing nuance. Wow.” 96 Points

· Gregory Walter – Pinot Report – November 15, 2012
“Bright red. Intense, spice-accented aromas of cherry, redcurrant and rose oil, with a subtle smoky nuance. Juicy, incisive red fruit flavors show excellent clarity and pick up sweetness with air. The bright, nervy finish clings with impressive tenacity and suave florality.” 93 Points
· Josh Raynolds – Stephen Tanzer’s International Wine Cellar – May 2012
“This is definitely an estate on the rise, and one I look forward to following over the coming years and hopefully decades. The 2009 Pinot Noir Rice-Spivak Vineyard emerges from the glass with dark red cherries, flowers, mint, licorice and minerals. This is a tightly wound, more focused Pinot than the Emmaline Ann. Firm yet well-integrated tannins and bright acidity give the wine its focus and drive. Ross Cobb used 20-25% whole clusters here. This is a very, very beautiful wine.” 93+ Points 
· Antonio Galloni – Wine Advocate – February 2012
