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2008 Jack Hill Pinot Noir 

Established by Ross and David Cobb, Cobb Wines is dedicated to handcrafting complex and elegant single-vineyard Pinot Noirs from vineyards on the far Sonoma Coast. Winemaker Ross Cobb is a Pinot Noir specialist who has spent 17 years refining his approach to crafting cool-climate Pinot Noirs. His father David helped to pioneer growing Pinot Noir on the Sonoma Coast with the founding of Coastlands Vineyard in 1989. As one of the few California wineries exclusively producing Pinot Noir, Cobb Wines has quietly built a reputation for craftsmanship and quality, while producing benchmark Sonoma Coast Pinot Noirs.

The Vineyard

This 2-acre vineyard overlooks the Freestone Valley near Occidental, north of San Francisco in western Sonoma County. The soils are sandy loams typical of the ridge tops of this portion of western Sonoma County. Its mix of Dijon 667, 115, and 828 Pinot Noir varieties, and its west-facing slope, combine to produce a distinctive, complex, and elegant coastal Sonoma County Pinot Noir.

Technical Notes & Price

240 cases produced

17 months in barrel

35% new French oak

13.6% alcohol

$68 / 750 ml bottle; $144 / 1.5 L magnum
Winemaker's Tasting Notes

The hillside vineyard displays ripe aromas more common in Pinot Noir from the Russian River Valley. This Occidental vineyard has fruit aromas of blood orange and cherry cola with a creamy, luscious and spicy impression with lively acidity.
Recent Press

“Jack Hill is a small, 2-acre vineyard sitting on a ridge above the Freestone Valley, near Occidental. Although it is close to Emmaline Ann Vineyard, it is distinctly warmer, because Jack Hill is surrounded by oak and fir forests, sheltering the vines. The 2008 Jack Hill emphasizes fruit and tannin, with a less delicate structure than the Emmalines. Dark fruit flavors dominate now; quite delicious. This is a very good Pinot from the difficult 2008 growing season. It spent 17 months aging in oak barrels, 35 percent of which were in new French oak. 240 cases were produced, with 13.5 percent alcohol.” 90 Points

· Ed McCarthy – Wine Review Online – May 23, 2012
“Medium ruby color; bright and spicy cherry aromas with some herbal notes; complex stewed cherry flavors with layers of earthy and herbal notes; silky texture; good structure and balance; long finish. Balanced, elegant Pinot with a lot of complex layers. finish. Spice, deep fruit and earthy, leather notes drive this Pinot. Complex and very interesting.” 92 Points
· Gregory Walter – Pinot Report – May 15, 2012
“Deep ruby-red. Highly expressive aromas of black raspberry, smoky minerals, violet and spicecake. Sweet and silky, with explosive red and dark berry flavors supported by zesty minerality. This impressively delineated, densely packed wine finishes with outstanding clarity and floral persistence.”

92 Points

· Josh Raynolds – International Wine Cellar – May 2011
“Demure aromas of cherry and berry fruits nicely spiced and accented by underbrush. Absolutely delicious melange of fresh cherries and berries with complimentary hints of spice, oak and minerality. Juicy, with impressive persistence on the finish. A lighter-bodied wine with gossamer tannins that has a very appealing and seductive gentleness.”
· Rusty Gaffney – PinotFile – December 2011
